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to concentrate has force on the river as soon as he could.
Uur ud Din, the Turkish Commander, realising the situation,
decided to launch a counter-attack, and at 1500 hours that
day the Turkish XIII corps moved forward, followed an hour
later by the XVIII. By 1900 hours a general action had
begun, an action which lasted throughout the night and which
was so vigorous and determined that General Townshend
concluded that the enemy had again been reinforced.
Meanwhile, a tragic situation had arisen.   Medical person-
nel organised for dealing with a few hundred casualties was
endeavouring  to   cope  with  three  thousand  five   hundred
cases,  working in    conditions  almost  too  terrible   to   de-
scribe.   Hospital ships with accommodation for five hundred
had been made ready at Lajj, but these were soon filled
with the casualties which came trickling back over the desert
before ever the main battle was joined; consequently, when
on the night of the 22nd the battle casualties began to arrive,
their thin clothing soaked through, and their bodies almost
flayed by the bitter wind which was blowing, no° room could
be found for them. These men, jolted over the rough desert in
the springless, cushionless Army Transport Carts which had
been improvised as ambulances—ambulances so ineffective that
wounded men with broken limbs threw themselves out and
crawled across the desert on hands and knees rather than
endure the agony of the shaking, or used dead bodies as
cushions between them and the bottom of the carts—these
men arrived to be stuffed into a ship, closer than hounds
are packed into a hound-van, there to endure the voyage to
Basra.  Small steamers carried as many as six hundred cases,
and the condition of these ships on arrival (after a voyage
which in some instances lasted thirteen days because the
Tigris communications were raided by Arab Irregulars and
the ships as an alternative to running the gauntlet of rifle
fire from the banks had to turn back) was indescribable.
By nine o'clock on the morning of the 24th, General Town-
shend had succeeded in concentrating practically the whole
of his force, and for the sake of prestige he had determined to
stand where he was instead of withdrawing to his ships at
Lajj, a decision which General Nixon approved. That
night, Nur ud Din, mystified by General Townshend's action
and misled by a report that the British were advancing again,
ordered a general retirement, which actually began at four
o'clock the next morning, though later in the day, when it was
found that no British advance had been made, the movement
was stopped and the column counter-marched.

